
Top of old 30 gal tank cut horizontally about 6” down all the way around with some other cuts in 
top shown below to get at the baffle and cut it off.  All cuts made with a saws all after empting 
tank through fuel gate hole and drying tank out for a month blowing air through fuel gage hole 
and out tank inlet with muffin fan.  Top then came out through quarter berth.  Lower part of tank 
also came out through quarter berth after batteries were removed.  Engine and transmission nor 
drive train was not in the way. 
 

 
 
I then decided on new 20 gal tank by shortening forward part of tank, leaving the rest of the 
geometry the same to get to the 20 gal capacity.  I used Florida Marine Tank (no affiliation) to 
build the tank as they built the original tank and knew the dimension of O’day 34 and 35 tanks.  
Also price was reasonable. 

 



I cut out the old tank cradle and designed a new cradle that would support the tank better. (Please 
excuse extra decimal places, just way Open Office Draw worked.)  Florida Marine Tank also 
wants to see how you plan to support the tank.  I attached rubber strips to the tank every where 
the tank would contact the cradle.  I sealed the space between the strips and tank to keep out 
moisture. 
 

 
 
 



As installed below, is the overall view of the tank from the quarter berth with the new battery 
boxes forward of them.  The new tank was put in after installing the cradle by rotating it up on 
the forward side and sliding it into the battery/tank space through the quarter berth through a 13” 
long and about 2” high glass cutout.  Plywood strip holds strip in place ready to be glassed back 
in. 
 

 
 
This is a closer view of the 13” cutout that allowed the tank to be slid into the space on its 
forward side. 
 

 
 



This is a closer view from the Starboard side.  Fit under steering sheaves but enough. 
 

 
 
View from Port side showing inspection port and straps over tank that are attached to footman 
loops on the front of the cradle and a fiberglass boat rib on the back.  Inspection port has is well 
position to pump a fuel sample out to check for water in the tank each spring.  You can see 
cradle at the bottom. 
 
 

 
 



This is a shot from the Port side along the aft side of the tank showing the hold down strap 
attachments. 
 

 


