Pivoting - A-Frame Mast Raising
Capri22.net

| hauled my boat today and took some pictures of my mast lowering gear in action. Right click and select
‘'view image' to see the whole thing. You apple guys are on your own.

The Basic Setup: an A-frame strut to improve lifting angle. The strut is made from common hardware
from a home center. The steel legs are top rails from the fencing department and rings on the ends are
also from fencing. They are joined with a common hinge that | bolted in place. I fix the spinnaker pole
topping lift to the hinge using a quick link. The topping lift is tied of to the pole ring on the front of the
mast. The mainsheet tackle provides the power and is also fastened with a quick link.
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Here are closeups of the various parts.

Instead of the hinge, | could have just flattened the ends and used a bolt. Live and learn. Next time |
won't trust the snap shackle. There's just too much at risk. Instead, I'll clip the quick link directly to the

topping lift.



C22 Mast Lowering 001a.jpg (44.99 KiB) Viewed 260 times
Here's the other end. The ring is epoxied in place. The chain snap link is pretty simple and works ok. |

think if | found a way to eliminate all the looseness here, | wouldn't have to worry about the mast
swaying to the side.

C22 Mast Lowering 002a.jpg (59.7 KiB) Viewed 260 times



Here we are half way down. I'm straddling the mast to stabilize it side to side. | had help from my lovely
and talented wife, who took the pictures, but | could have handled the line and lowered it myself from
this position.
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| put one of those teflon furniture moving pads on the base of the crutch to help in sliding the mast
forward. It doesn't work too well, but it helps a little.

| used my 3-part mainsheet tackle for the job. Those legs are 9' long and the tackle is 12" feet long. If
you're tackle is a little short, just rig the jib halyard/topping lift end longer to close that distance. You
can tie a tail on to lead to where you're standing if you're doing this solo. My wife said that handling the
line was easy one-handed right through the whole operation. She could stop it without using the cam
cleat and raise it back up with no sweat.

| have a tall rig, so this is pretty easy. The same process works in reverse to raise the mast. It is WAY
easier than the brute force method.

| used the spinnaker halyard last year, but | now prefer using the topping lift. I think it keeps the mast
lined up better. To tie it off, | just threw a cow hitch onto the spin pole ring.



HD Parts

YARDGARD 1-3/8 in. Aluminum Rail End
Model # 328550B
Internet # 202025395

Store SKU # 423823

$1.62 /EA-Each

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

The YARDGARD 1-3/8 in. Aluminum Rail End connects a top rail with a terminal post by using a brace band.

Connect a top rail with a terminal post
Use with 1-3/8 in. top rails

Aluminum construction

Silver color

YARDGARD 10-1/2 ft. 17-Gauge Steel Top Rail for Chain-Link Fence
Model # 328913DPT
Internet # 100322532

Store SKU # 181697

$9.97 /EA-Each

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION

This YARDGARD 10-1/2 ft. 17-Gauge Steel Top Rail for Chain-Link Fence has a 1-3/8 in. diameter. It is designed to
act as the horizontal support in a chain-link fence. It is has a swedged end for easy connection to other pieces.

e  Galvanized steel construction for long life
e 17-gauge framework is good for residential chain-link fencing
e Swedged at 1 end, so it fits with other pieces (sold separately)
e 1-3/8in. diameter tubing
e 10-1/2 ft. length

Hinge

Sleeve from gutter hanger nail


http://www.homedepot.com/p/YARDGARD-1-3-8-in-Aluminum-Rail-End-328550B/202025395?N=c3lh
http://www.homedepot.com/p/YARDGARD-10-1-2-ft-17-Gauge-Steel-Top-Rail-for-Chain-Link-Fence-328913DPT/100322532

