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\ F lags earnaed their place aboard boats as

the first means of unspoken communica-
tion between vessels, and today they endure
as our signals, our symbols and our national
identification. If we flew them purely for fun, it
ldn't matter to anyone how, when or where
hey were displayad. Bul if you think of each
llag as a symbol and flag etiquette asthe lan-
uage of flags, then you'll see that flags are
not only fun, but also useful, commonsense
tools for communication.

Flag stiquetle, mired in pomp and cere-
mony as it s, is really just assurance that we're
.4l speaking the same language. Here's how
it's done, according lo protocol.

isplaying Flags

The U.S. national flag (50-star} is proper
for all U.5. yachis in home walers and foreign
ports, without reservation. The practice of
yachis flying the U.S. Yacht Ensign is a 19th-
century convenlion hat has become popular
practice, il not strictly correct.

There is a limit o the number of {lags that
can be flown in good tasie. In home walers,
sailboats may fly the U.S. flag or U.S. Yacht
Ensign, yacht club burgee and officer’s flag
or owner's private signal. In foreign waters,
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sailboats may fly the U.S, national flag, for-
eign countesy flag and yacht club burges.

Today, the owner absent flag, guest flag,
owner's and crew's meal flags are used pri-
marily aboard professionally crewed yachts
and not aboard owner-skippered boats. With
the exception of International Code Flags,
flags should not be strung together nor should
they share the same hoist. Flying novelty
flags such as the skull and crossbones, cock-
tail flag and the Conlederate flag, is frowned
upon.

The flag of another country should be flown
only as a courtesy flag in foreign walers, not
at the trip's end to announce all the places
one has visiled and never to signily one's
ethnic herilage. With the exception of ayacht
club burgee and officer’s llag, flags of strictly
American organizations are not cusiomarily
flown when in foreign waters. Instead, mem-
bers of international yachting organizations,
such as the Seven Seas Cruising Associalion
or the Slocumn Society, may fiy the clubflag at
the masthead in place of & yacht club burgee
or at the spreader.

Fly only flags in goed condition. It is a sign
of disrespect to fly a national flag that is tat-
tered.

How To Display Your Flags

Where To Fly On Where To Fly On Boats
Flag Minimoum Size When To Fly Single-masted Sallboats With Two Or More Masts
U.S. National 1"onily per 1" ofoverall | All walers, 0800-sunset Stern stalf when anchored Stern staff when anchored
Flag boat length, Proportion or under way, excepl or under way, except
Hoist = %4 1ly when racing' when racing®
E US. Yacht Same as above U S. walers, 0800-sunsat Same as above Same as above
Ensign
—
U.S. Power Y2 on fly per 1' height { U.S. waters, 0BOQ-sunsat Starboard spreader Forwardmost slarboard
Squadron of tallest mast above spreadear
Ensign water
Yachi Club Same as above 0800-sunset, orday & Masthead Forwardmost masthead
Burgee night while boat is in
Commission
Club Flag Other | Same as above 0800-sundown, of day & Masthead, inlieuof burgee, or Masthead, in place of burges,
Than Yacht Club night at slarboard spreader or at forwardmost starboard
Burgee spreader
- Yach! Club Same as above 0800-sunset, or day & Maslhead, inlieu of yacht club Alermost masthead, in lieu
Ty Officer's Flag night while boat is in burgee of private signal
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granted. Fly 0800-sunset

Qwner's Private | Same as above 0800-sundown, or day & Masthead, in lieu ot yacht club Aftermost masthead
Signal night burgee
Owner Absent %" on lly per 1’ overall | Day & night when owner Starboard spreader Forwardmost starboard
Flag boat length absen| spreader
Guest Flag Same as above Day & night when owner Starboard spreader Forwardmost slarboard
absent and guest in charge spreader in place of Owner
Absent Flag
Q" {Quaranting) | Same as above On arrival, day or night, at for- | Starboard spreader Forwardmosl slarboard
Flag eign port of entry, or first U.S spreader
port of enlry
e Courtesy Flag of | 2" on fly per 1" averall | Interritorial waters of foreign Starboard spreader Forwardmaost starboard
i foreign nation® | boat lenglh country alter pratique is spreader

! Alternate location when under sal: From peak f gafl-rigged, on leech, % leech length above clew if Marconi-rigged
2 Altarnate location when under sall: From aitermost peak if galf-rigged; on altermost leech, %4 leech length above clew it Marconi- -rigged.

? Fore'gn maritime flag or loreign national flag. Because soma countries have more than one ltag and customs vary. inquire locally.
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Making Colors

Traditionally, a vessel's flags were hoisted
at 0800, beginning with the LS. flag (or yacht
ensign), followed by the yacht club burges,
officer’s flag and owner's privale signal. At
precisely sunset or at 2100, whichever is sar-
lier, flags were lowered in the raverse order.
In the last decade, this praclice known as
“making colors” has been relaxed and it is
now acceptable to leave all flags except the
U.S. flag {or yacht ensign) flying day and
night.

The U.S. flag or yacht ensign is always the
first flag hoisted and the last flag lowered. If a
crewmember is unable 1o make colors at sun-
set, the U.S. flag or ensign should be lowerad
before leaving the boat. It should not be flown
while racing.

Chartering

When chartering, the chartered vessel
should fly the national flag or ensign of the
owner's nationality at the stern staff. Itis cor-
rect, but optional, o fly the charterer’s private
signal and/or yacht club burgee.

Slignaling Distrass

Unofficially, a yacht may signal distress by
flying the national flag or ensign upside down.
The correctness of the procedure s controver-
sial, but it is widely recognized as a distress
signal.

Salling Overseas

When in international or foreign walers,
U.S. vessels should fiy the U.S. national flag
{50-star)} rather than the U.S. yacht ensign al
the stern staff. On arrival at the first port of
entry of a foreign country or when relurning to
the United States from a foreign country, fly
the Q (guarantine) flag from the forwardmost
slarboard spreader. Once customs is cleared
and pratique granted, lower the Q flag and
hoist the courtesy flag in its place it in a for-
eign country. The praferred courtesy flag to
fly is usually the host country’s maritime flag
(if it has one), however, the national flag is
usually acceplable. Check with local officials
and follow lccal customs.

international Code Flags

With the advent of radio communicaltions,
International Code Flags are seldom used
aboard modern pleasure boals for emergency
signaling. More commonly, simple messages
are sometimes convayed by hoisting a single
code flag to the spreader to call a launch (T),
requesi pralique (Q) or prolest a racing com-
petior (B). The international code consists of
40 flags: 26 alphabet flags, three repeaters,
one answering pennant and 10 numbers . Itis
a good idea to carry a set of code flags™o fit
your size boat, Tor emergency use or just to
dress ship on special occasions.
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Dressing Ship
- 5. On national holidays. al regattas and rendez-
_5 ‘; vous, sailboats may hoist the International
i Code Flags from 0B00 to sundown. Dressing
4 ¥ ship is done oniy at anchor, except on a
= . yacht's maiden and final voyage and during
- - special parades, under power. A sailboat
- L3 should not dress ship under sail. Signal flags
o f =% are properly displayed from the forward water-
i [ line to the aft waterline, attached to the boat
o oy at the bow, masthead and stern (or overhang-
w ) ing boom). To produce a varied pattern of
L 'ﬁ colors and shapes the following sequence is
&L‘f : 3 recommended, stanting from forward: AB2,
2 == ¥ U, KEJ, GHE, IV5, FL4, DM7, PO Third Re-
— T pealer, AN First Repeater, ST Zero, CX9,
— Sl was, zv Second Repeater
Dressing Ship
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In the 19th century, merchant ships would
sometimes fly from the masthead a light-
waight homeward bound pennant on the final
leg of a long voyage. Though there was no
specified design, the 13-star motil (shown)

was perhaps most common. Typicaily, the ‘-
pennant was made from scrap material, one
yard long on the fly for each month the vessel
had been away from home port. Upon retum,
the flag was cut and divided among the crew,
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