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CHAINPLATE RODS
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The chainplate rod system used on the shrouds of your boat is
designed to carry rigging loads to the structural floor pan.

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE INSTAILATION BE CHECKED FOR PROPER ROD
TENSION. The system is designed to carry rigging loads to the

pan, rather than the deck.

After the boat is launched and the spars installed, but before
the rigging is tightened, the rods should be taut. Pulling on
the rod, at mid-height from pan to deck, you should notice a

very slight deflection. If the rod is loose, it should be tight-
ened. After final rigging and a few early sailings, recheck the
rod tension. If the deck is deflecting at the chainplates, the

rod needs further adjustment.

To tighten the rod, remove the cap on the pan at the base of the
rod and get a wrench on the nut. Above the pan is a flat spot
on the rod. Use another wrench or locking pliers to turn the rod.

DO NOT OVERTIGHTEN. If the rods are too tight, with the rigging

slack, the deck could be pulled down, creating a depression on

deck and damage to the gelcoat surface.

The U-bolt, to which the turnbuckle attaches, is bolted through
the deck to an aluminum plate that holds the top of the rod.
Annually, the U-bolt should be disassembled and rebedded. When
reinstalling, tighten the U-bolt nuts to a snug condition. Again,
do not overtighten, or you will damage the deck finish. After
reinstalling the U-bolt, be sure to check the chainplate rod

tension.
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